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Samford becomes a member of the Southern Conference
July 1. Highly respected for academics as well as athletics, the
12-member association is the fifth-oldest NCAA Division |
league in the nation, dating from 1921.

McWhorter School of Pharmacy received a Crystal APPLE
Award from the American Association of Colleges of
Pharmacy for its hypertension and diabetes reduction clinics
in Perry County. The prestigious national award cited
McWhorter’s “quality experiential education in an exemplary
patient-care clinical teaching environment.”

Pulitzer Prize—~winning author Jared Diamond traced the
collapse of such advanced societies as the Mayans and Easter
Islanders during an Earth Day program at Samford. After
detailing reasons for their disappearance, he left his modern
audience with hope, saying, “Today, we have the opportunity
to learn.”

May commencement returned to the Samford campus this
spring after 18 years downtown. The move, combined with a
revised format, drew applause from all concerned. About
5,000 people filled Hanna Center for the largest of seven

events.
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& Making a Positive Difference
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Around the Globe

xtending from a few beautiful acres along + Samford employees are providing conference
Lakeshore Drive in Homewood, members leadership in Canada, Germany, Indonesia and
of the Samford community will touch Spain.
the world this summer. While it would be
impossible to list everything that our people will + Samford is sponsoring a July conference in
accomplish, here are a few of the highlights: Hyderabad, India, on the rights of children, led

by law professor David Smolin.
+ Hundreds of students and employees will be
involved in mission projects in the United + My family will travel to universities in Japan
States and at least 15 other countries. and Indonesia to explore exchange agreements
for our students.
+ Associate Dean Chuck Sands is assisting

hospitals in Jilin, China, with strategic plans Just a few weeks ago, we awarded degrees to
and organizational improvement. more than 800 graduates. Many of these men and
women will continue their academic pursuits this
+ Samford faculty members are teaching at fall. Many have accepted jobs, while others have
universities in England, Guam, Jordan, Saipan volunteered for mission, ministry and service
and Tanzania. opportunities at home and abroad. They join a
community of almost 30,000 alumni who live
+ Students and faculty are studying abroad in and serve around the globe. From a hillside in
China, England, France, Germany, Korea, Alabama to points around the world, our people
Serbia and Spain. are making a positive difference.
As always, please keep Samford in your
+ Several employees will participate in Baptist prayers.
World Alliance meetings in Prague, Czech
Republic.

+ Samford faculty members are conducting
research in England, Denmark, Germany,

Sweden and Eastern Europe. ey estmorgland
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Student Center, Housing
Will Be Campaign Focus

amford’s board of trustees heard

extensive reports on the university’s

ongoing strategic planning

process, and approved a proposed
2008-09 budget and several other initia-
tives at its spring meeting April 29. Sarah
C. Latham, Samford’s assistant to the
president and director of the office of
institutional effectiveness, presented the
strategic planning update.

(Latham became vice president for
operations and planning June 1.)

“We have taken the six goals driving
the strategic plan in three strategic
priorities: provide an enriched and more
vibrant university experience; engage the
global community in faith and service;
and inspire imagination,” Latham
explained.

“We have used this process to
develop strategies for all the academic
units and divisions of the university, and
you will be asked to approve a final com-
prehensive plan in the fall,” she told
trustees. “It is important for us to have a
framework that pulls together all of the
university’s individual silos.”

The process also includes updated
master planning philosophies, assessment
strategies and a strategic enrollment plan
for managed growth of just under 5,000
students by 2013.

“We are focusing on three elements
that will help us achieve these goals:
being good stewards of what we already
have, continuously improving our
budget process and what we can do
through a major fund-raising campaign,”
Latham said.

W. Randall Pittman, vice president
for university relations, gave a prelimi-
nary report on a capital campaign.
Although plans still are being finalized,
the campaign likely will launch pub-
lically in fall 2008 and have a goal of
more than $200 million over a five-year
period.

“This is more than three times the
largest previous campaign the university

has had,” Pittman noted. “There are not
many universities our size that have
embarked on something this ambitious.”

University officials and architects
provided updates on potential reno-
vation and expansion plans for the
university center. Plans call for doubling
space in the building and centralizing
most student-oriented services in one
building on campus. The project is
expected to be central to the proposed
campaign, Pittman said.

Trustees authorized the university
administration to explore options for
new residence facilities on campus.

“As we have improved the physical
environment of the campus generally, we
have not always kept up with our resi-
dence facilities,” said Samford President
Andrew Westmoreland. “This is one of
the most important things this board
will do over the next year.”

Trustees approved a recommendation
to add a third level to a previously
approved football field house.

The board also approved a projected
operating budget for 2008-09 of about
$113 million, and final tuition, room
and board rates for 2008—09. The rates
include a 7.7 percent undergraduate
tuition increase, an annual technology
fee, and room and board increases aver-
aging about 4.5 percent. The university’s
fiscal year begins July 1, but new fees
began with the summer term in June.

Trustees also heard a report that the
university’s endowment was about
$304.5 million at the end of March 2008,
that the university had received more
than $17.6 million in annual gifts through
March 2008 and that applications for fall
2008 were at a record 2,110.

New board chair Clark Watson, a
Birmingham attorney, presided at his
first meeting since being elected chair in
December 2007. H

For additional coverage, go to samford.edu
and click on More News.

Going Green

amford is going green. Earth Day
S celebrations have become an
annual tradition on campus.
Distinguished guest speakers reflect
Samford’s growing interest in environ-
mental stewardship (see “How the
Mighty Have Fallen,” p. 16). When
Samford revised its Foundational
Statements in 2005, it formally com-
mitted itself to stewardship of all its
resources—an implicit challenge for
the university to understand and mini-
mize its environmental impact.

The change is not only a matter of
science, economics and aligning with
other universities and colleges. The
university’s increased emphasis on
environmental stewardship also
reflects growing sentiment among
evangelical Christians that their faith
requires them to live as responsibly in
relation to their environment as in
every other aspect of their lives.

After examining the best environ-
mental practices of 130 U.S. colleges
and universities in 2007, Samford’s
Office of Institutional Effectiveness
produced a report titled Go Green:
Establishing an Environmentally
Friendly University Campus. The
report reinforced existing Samford
practices and suggested others, leading
ultimately to the university’s com-
prehensive Go Green environmental
stewardship initiative.

The results of the initiative are
expected to be dramatic. Simply by
adopting energy-efficient fluorescent
light tubes and related technology
throughout campus this spring and
summer, Samford will reduce its
energy loads by more than 400,000
watts. Mark Fuller, Samford’s director
of energy and utility management, said
the environmental impact of this
project—just one part of the Go Green
initiative—is equivalent to planting
350 acres of trees or removing 222 cars
from the road. He said it also will
reduce greenhouse gasses by millions
of pounds, save 544 tons of coal and
significantly reduce environmental
mercury contamination.

Other green practices include
reducing fuel consumption by
purchasing produce from local
farmers, adopting environment-
friendly landscaping practices and
recycling extensively.

For a complete description of
these and other Go Green projects, go
to samford.edu/gogreen. W
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by Philip Poole

amford has participated in inter-

collegiate athletics for more than

125 years, and that storied

athletics history begins a new
chapter July 1 when the university joins
the prestigious Southern Conference
[SoCon].

When the SoCon’s membership
invitation was accepted in early 2007, the
move brought Samford’s athletics
programs in line with its academic
success by tying the university to a
conference with a nationally recognized
commitment to academic and athletic
excellence.

“This move certainly enhances our
profiles,” said Samford Athletics Director
Bob Roller. “Our coaches and teams have
accepted the challenge that will come

from the strong athletics com-
petition in the SoCon, but we also
know that it reinforces the importance
of a strong academic commitment from
the university.

“It also speaks volumes about the
progression of Samford athletics, and
points to the dedication and hard work
of our administrators, coaches, student-
athletes and others who have worked
tirelessly to put Samford in this
position.”

When the move was announced in
April 2007, Samford President Andrew
Westmoreland said, “The invitation from
the Southern Conference comes at a
unique point in Samford's history.
Finding the right balance of academics
and athletics is a strategic planning
priority for Samford, and we share other
peer relationships with Southern
Conference member institutions that
make the athletics relationship right for
us at this time.”

The Southern Conference boasts
several highly ranked institutions,
according to leading collegiate ranking
services, but also is well-known for its
athletics prowess. Appalachian State
University is three-time defending
champion in the NCAA Football
Championship subdivision and gained
additional national attention last
September when it beat national
powerhouse University of Michigan.
Davidson College, the 2008 men’s
basketball champions, also garnered
national recognition with a strong run
through the NCAA tournament.

Those are just two of the conference
teams that have excelled. The conference
consistently has Academic All-America
student-athletes and boasts 19 Rhodes
Scholars from member institutions.

Samford is one of three SoCon
member schools classified as a national
doctoral research university by the
Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching. Samford
ranked 118 in the 2008 U.S. News ¢




World Report college rankings, ahead of
Georgia Southern University and the
University of North Carolina—Greensboro.
Other SoCon schools are classified as
regional universities or national liberal
arts colleges.

SoCon Commissioner John
Tamarino has praised the conference’s
newest member, saying, “Samford’s
institutional profile is one that is very
consistent with those of our current
members—strong academics, an
unwavering commitment to the welfare
and graduation of the student-athlete,
combined with a burning desire to
operate a successful athletics program
within the mission of the institution.”

The move also enhances admission
efforts, according to Dean R. Phil
Kimrey, because many students in
Samford’s applicant pool already look at
other SoCon schools. It also will increase
Samford’s exposure along the Atlantic
seaboard.

“The fact that we are moving to a
conference with other independent,
private universities certainly reinforces
our strong academic stature as we recruit

students,” Kimrey said. “We already com-
pare favorably in cost, size and academic
scope with many of the SoCon schools.”
Founded in 1921, the SoCon is the
fifth-oldest NCAA Division I collegiate

It speaks volumes about the
progression of Samford
athletics, and points to the
dedication and hard work of
our administrators, coaches,
student-athletes and others
who have worked tirelessly
to put Samford in this
position.

Bob Roller, athletics director

athletics association. Early members
included most schools that now are part
of the Southeastern and Atlantic Coast
Conferences. The Citadel, Davidson
College and Furman University have
been conference members since 1936.
Samford will become the fifth private
institution in the conference and the
fourth oldest institution.

The SoCon is based in Spartanburg,
S.C., and Iamarino has been

commissioner since January 2006.

The first Southern Conference
championship was a basketball tour-
nament in 1922, and the SoCon men’s
basketball tournament remains the
oldest of its kind. The conference
recently celebrated the 25th anniversary
of women’s championships. Today, the
conference sponsors championships in
10 men’s and nine women’s sports.
Samford fields eight men’s and nine
women’s teams that will compete for
SoCon championships.

Since 2003, Samford had competed
in all 17 sports in the Ohio Valley
Conference. Previously, Samford par-
ticipated as an independent in football
and in the TransAmerica Athletics
Conference/Atlantic Sun conference in
all other sports. Samford was an original
member of the now-defunct Dixie
Conference in 1930 and remained a
member until the conference disbanded
in 1954. The Bulldogs then competed as
an independent for much of the 1950s,
’60s and ’70s.

In five years of OVC membership,
Samford won 13 team championships,
numerous individual championships
and qualified for postseason play in
several sports. Samford women’s
athletics won the prestigious All-Sports
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Trophy in three of those five years,
including back-to-back in 2007-08. This
award is given to the top overall women’s
athletics program in the conference.
Samford consistently led the conference
in graduation rates and the NCAA’s
Academic Progress Ratings. Academic
competition also will be tougher in the
SoCon, Roller noted.

Samford’s faculty athletics represen-
tative agrees. “The Southern Conference
has a long tradition of athletic and aca-
demic excellence. At Samford, we take
pride in having a similar tradition.
Joining the Southern Conference will
challenge us to pursue greater excellence
both on and off the field,” said Chris
Metress, professor of English.

Another immediate benefit to the
move is increased media exposure for

the university, Roller noted. SoCon has
an extensive television contract with
regional networks and is increasing
video streaming by all member schools.
The conference already has announced
that Samford’s Nov. 1 home football
game against Furman and Nov. 15 game
at Georgia Southern will be televised.
Samford and the SoCon are com-
mitted to a strong relationship, Roller
said. The conference will host its first-
ever FanFest Aug. 12 in Birmingham to
introduce Samford to the conference and
the conference to the Birmingham area.
Alumni and fans from all conference
institutions will be invited to what the
conference intends as an annual event
rotating among the member campuses.
Samford’s first official introduction as a
SoCon member will come during foot-

ball media days July 22-23 in
Spartanburg.

“Most of the SoCon schools have
strong traditions in athletics and in fan
support,” Roller noted. “It is important
for Samford alumni and fans to embrace
this opportunity and to demonstrate to
our new colleagues that they made the
right choice.” Il

This story includes information provided
by Joey Mullins, Samford’s sports infor-
mation director, and the Southern
Conference.

For more information, go to
samfordsports.com.

‘"Who’s Who in the Southern Conference

School Location Enroliment Year Founded Year Joined Number of Sporis
Appalachian State .
University Boone, N.C. 14,653 1899 1971 Mountaineers 20 (19 SoCon)
College of Charleston, o
Charleston se 11,617 1770 1998 Cougars 18 (15 SoCon)
The Gitadel Chagecsmn’ 1,800 1842 1936 Bulldogs 12 (11 SoCon)
Davidson Davidson, 1,700 1837 1936-88, 1991 Wildcats 19 (16 SoCon)**
College™ N.C. ’ ’
Elon University™* Elon, N.C. 4,956 1889 2003 Phoenix 16
Furman University* Gregnc‘””e’ 2600 1826 1936 Paladins 17
Georgia Southern Statesboro,
University NG 16,100 1906 1991 Eagles 15 (14 SoCon)
University of North
Carolina at Greel\'l‘%bom’ 14,900 1891 1987 Spartans 1%
Greenshoro B
uﬁ?vrggt?/ Birmingham, Ala. 4,485 1841 2008 Bulldogs 17
University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga, Tenn. 8,689 1886 1976 Mocs 17
Chattanooga
Western Carolina Cullowhee,
University N.C. 9,000 1889 1976 Catamounts 16
Wofford i
College* Spartanburg, S.C. 1,160 1854 1997 Terriers 18 (17 SoCon)

*Privately funded institutions
**Does not participate in SoCon football.

Information was provided by Southern Conference at SoConSports.com.




Bulldog Club to Provide Financial

Support for Teams

upport for Samford University’s athletics
teams will have a new look and a new
direction in 2008 as the university moves to
the Southern Conference.

A unified Bulldog Club will provide financial
support for all 17 varsity teams, although
members can designate contributions to a specific
sport. In recent years, several teams had their own
support groups, but those are being consolidated
in the revamped Bulldog Club.

Football, men’s and women’s basketball, and
baseball will include ticket priority, VIP parking,
team apparel, special events and other amenities
based on giving levels. Gifts to the 13 Olympic
sports will be 100 percent tax-deductible and will
not include any amenities.

Vaughan Boyd Lyons ’03, an athletics depart-
ment employee for four years, has been named
director of the Bulldog Club and will work with
Athletics Director Bob Roller and Samford
Athletics Foundation Executive Director Larry
Long to develop financial support for athletics.
Roller noted that the new format allows coaches
to focus on coaching and team needs rather than
fund-raising.

Lyons underscored the importance of the
Bulldog Club because of the university’s increased
commitment to athletics through its new
membership in the Southern Conference. “We

know that many teams in the Southern
Conference are significantly ahead of Samford in
fan and financial support,” Lyons said. “For
Samford to be competitive in all facets of
athletics, not just on the playing field or court, it
is important for the Bulldog Club to provide
Samford student-athletes with the best oppor-
tunities possible.”

Lyons said that 2008 Samford graduates will
receive one year of basic membership free by
registering for the Bulldog Club.

While the Bulldog Club will focus specifically
on team needs, the Samford Athletic Foundation
will focus on capital needs and endowment.

Information about Bulldog Club member-
ship is available at samfordsports.com or by
calling (205) 726-2966. &
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RECOGNITION

Samford Ranks 27th Nationally, First in Alabama
in New College Affordability, Productivity Study

amford ranks 27th among all

national universities in a new

results-based ranking by the

Center for College Affordability
and Productivity [CCAP] of
Washington, D.C. The CCAP is an
independent, not-for-profit organi-
zation that studies higher education
issues.

Samford is the highest ranked
national university in Alabama in the
study. The rankings were released in
the May 19 issue of Forbes magazine.
The CCAP rankings are based on
student perceptions of the quality of
courses and instructors, graduation
rates and such factors as percentage of
students winning nationally com-
petitive awards. It also looks at the
number of graduates listed in Who’s
Who in America because that publi-
cation includes undergraduate
affiliations of those listed.

The organization measures
student evaluations posted on
RateMyProfessors.com, a nine-year-
old website with 6.8 million student-
generated evaluations.

“We always are pleased with
national recognition,” said Samford
President Andrew Westmoreland,
“because it affirms the work of our
faculty, students, alumni, staff and
friends in building the strong
academic reputation of Samford
University. That this latest recognition
is based on research involving our
outstanding faculty, graduation rates,

student involvement and quality of life
makes it even more meaningful”

Samford ranks just behind Rice
University (24th), Carnegie Mellon
University (25th) and Georgetown
University (26th) and ahead of the
University of California—Berkeley
(28th), the University of Rochester
(29th) and the University of North
Carolina—Chapel Hill (30th) in the
CCAP listing.

Samford is the highest-ranked
evangelical university on the list and
the second-highest ranked traditionally
Baptist institution after Wake Forest
University (19th).

Samford also had the lowest total
cost among the top 27 ranked uni-
versities at $28,875. Although the
University of Virginia’s total cost for
in-state students was lower than
Samford’s, the cost for out-of-state
students was significantly higher at
more than $38,000 per year. UVA was
the only public university among the
top 27 on the CCAP list.

“Clearly, Samford does not
have the financial resources
that the schools near us on
the list enjoy,” said Don T.
Sandley, chair of the
Samford Faculty
Senate. “But this
ranking validates

something we have in abundance:
commitment and passion for what we
do. Students recognize passion for
one’s calling far more readily than aca-
demics do. I hope this marks an excit-
ing new era in the national profile of
this school we love.”

Most of the top 27 institutions on
the Forbes list are located in the
Northeast. Samford and Emory
University in Atlanta, Ga., were the
only Southeastern schools among the
top group.

In the 2008 U.S. News ¢ World
Report rankings released last
September, Samford ranked 118 of the
262 institutions classified as national
doctoral research universities by the
Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching. It was
Samford’s first year to be classified in
the national category after 17 con-
secutive years among the top 10
regional universities in the South. H




Providing

Life-Changing

Experiences

National AACP Award Cites
McWhorter’s Work in Perry County

harmacy professor Charlie Sands

first learned about Perry County

four years ago when he was

introduced to the area by fellow
professor Gary Bumgarner. Dr. Sands
immediately was struck by two things:
the medical needs of the rural county—
one of Alabama’s poorest—and the
potential for involving McWhorter
School of Pharmacy students in a
clinical ministry there. Perry County has
no hospital and no emergency room.

Sands talked with members of the
Perry County Health Care Task Force
about possible programs.

“I told them we did not have a pre-
packaged plan to implement but were
interested in where they felt we could be
of help in improving the health of Perry
County people,” Dr. Sands recalled.

They suggested concentrating on
hypertension and diabetes.

“I thought this was perfect,” said
Sands, “as that was my background and
training”

Thus began a program that has
grown in scope for the past several years,
and which was cited in June of 2008 by
the American Association of Colleges of
Pharmacy [AACP] as one of the top
academic practice partnerships in the
nation.

The AACP presented Samford one
of its eight national Crystal APPLE
Awards for providing “quality experien-
tial education in an exemplary patient-
care clinical teaching environment.”
(APPLE is an acronym for Academic-
Practice Partnerships for Learning
Excellence.)

The award cites McWhorter’s work
in operating weekly diabetes and cardio-
vascular risk reduction clinics in Perry
County. Sands, Dr. Bumgarner and Dr.
Condit Steil of the pharmacy school
faculty established the clinics and have

worked there with their students for
the past four years.

Initially, the pharmacy school
set up a high blood pressure
screening clinic at the Perry County
Health Department.

“We held the clinic on
Wednesday afternoons,” said Sands,
“and I took two students with me.”

After a couple of years, the
school funded a pharmacy resident
(a graduate, licensed pharmacist)
who lived in Perry County and
helped develop the program.
Samford then purchased a
residence—the Holly House—in
Marion, the county seat, enabling three
or four students to spend a month in
Perry County.

“The students began working daily
in either the local pharmacies, physician’s
offices or the Perry County Health
Department,” said Sands. “We just
completed our third year of having a
full-time pharmacy resident in Perry and
our second year of having senior
students living in the Holly House.”

Sands said the relationship with
Perry County “has made possible a great
clinical teaching site for our pharmacy
students, as well as the opportunity to
provide real pharmacist-enabled preven-
tive medical services to the people of the
county.” He added that the people of
Perry County “have been wonderful,” and
that data on hypertension and diabetes
rates demonstrates the program is
making a positive contribution.

The program not only has provided
pharmacy students with valuable clinical
experience, but also helped them under-
stand the implications poverty can have
on health. They quickly learned that part
of their treatment would be educating
patients about getting exercise, adopting
better eating habits and not smoking.

Iir =.

Pharmacy professor Charlie Sands works with
students Ashley Doles, left, and Candace
Bachman during 2005 Perry clinic.

RECOGNITION

by William Nunnelley

Student Brenna Wilson described a
patient with high blood pressure and
high blood sugar who needed to start
exercising. She told him about the hyper-
tension and diabetes clinics and a Walk
for Wellness program the students hold.

“To my surprise, he was waiting for
us at the walking trail and ready to go,”
said Wilson. “He said he would walk
only halfway, but once he made it
halfway, he decided he could walk a little
further and set a new goal for himself.
His determination was inspiring.

“It is our responsibility to call and
remind him about future clinics and
walking on Thursdays,” she said. Not every
patient is so responsive, she added, but
part of the students’ job is to encourage
patients to work at their own health care.

“This is an excellent demonstration
of educating students and providing
meaningful health-care solutions,” said
pharmacy dean Bobby G. Bryant “The
support of the university and the dedi-
cation of the faculty have provided many
life-changing experiences for our
students. As a faith-based institution, we
are sharing our concern for the welfare
of others and providing real-world
experiences for our students.” ll
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It’s Official

Samftford School
of the Arts.....

pecial presentations at three spring events
celebrated an exciting name change at
Samford and the announcement of a new
named performance series.

What was the School of Performing Arts is
now the School of the Arts, reflecting the
inclusion of visual art and graphic design into the
program that already included theatre, music and
dance.

In September, the Davis Architects Guest
Artist Series kicks off a 2008—09 line-up of
performances by nationally known musicians.
The music series is made possible in part through
the generosity of the firm that has designed most
of Samford’s Georgian-Colonial buildings,
including the series’ performing venue, Jane
Hollock Brock Hall. (See schedule.)

Samford President Andrew Westmoreland
and School of the Arts Dean Joseph Hopkins
welcomed a sold-out opening-night audience to
Samford Theatre’s late spring production of
Cinderella with preshow comments about the new
school name and the series.

Hopkins noted the school’s new mission
statement, “Preparing today’s artist . . . to shape
tomorrow’s world.” He also invited arts
enthusiasts to join a new Friends of Samford Arts
support organization.

At a reception following the show, T-shirts
and magnets embellished with the new School of
the Arts logo (see page 10) were given as special
reminders of the occasion.

Underscoring the diverse arts that are now
brought together, Samford officials also noted the
name change at receptions tied to the spring art
faculty show and a May 6 musical performance by
Samford choirs and orchestra.

Samford School of the Arts now includes art,
graphic design, theatre, dance, musical theatre,
instrumental (band and orchestra) music, church
music, music education, theory, music history,
vocal/choral music, piano, organ, composition
and the preparatory music program. ll

Davis Architects Guest Artist Series

Sept. 5

Nov. 11

Feb. 12-14

March 5

The Blair String Quartet, resident ensemble
at Vanderbilt University, with Samford facul-
ty pianist Dr. Ron Shinn, will perform and
meet with students in string lessons and
coachings.

Guitarist Christopher Parkening and
versatile jazz/blues/gospel/opera singer
Jubilant Sykes will share with students about
performance, Christianity and success in the
music business.

Morris Piano Competition with guest artist
Jon Nakamatsu in concert at 7:30 p.m. on
Feb. 13. Nakamatsu, winner of the 10th Van
Cliburn competition, will serve as judge,
clinician and master class teacher.

Concert of music by composer Libby Larsen
presented by Samford students and faculty.
Larsen will be in residence to teach, coach
and prepare the musicians for a performance
of her work.

All performances are at 7:30 p.m. in Brock Recital Hall.
Tickets: samfordartstickets.com

ARTS
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n a special

collaboration,

Samford joined with

members of
Birmingham’s Jewish
community to host a series
of Holocaust Remembrance
events this spring.

During three days of
informational and moving
events, Jews and Christians
shared stages and discussion
tables to remember the period
of history in which six million
Jews and five million Gentiles
perished.

“It was about bridge-
building, and we succeeded,” said
Daniel Gale, cantor at Birmingham’s
Temple Beth-El and a planner of
the events that drew overflow audiences
of campus and community members.

The series evolved from an off-
campus musical collaboration last year
between Gale and Samford School of the
Arts piano faculty member Kathryn
Fouse, who decided to team again for a
Samford concert.

“Religious and political differences
are diminished when you begin making
music together,” explained Fouse. “Music

E ‘\ community traditionally
| observes Holocaust Days of

| transcends barriers, leading to
| discussion and collaboration.”
\ When Fouse checked the
| Samford calendar for an open
- concert date this spring, the best
| option was when the Jewish

| Remembrance.
Plans for a modest
l‘l concert soon grew into a
| schedule of talks by
| theologians and Holocaust
| survivors, a memorial
| concert and community
| commemoration service, a
| Holocaust-themed poster
" exhibition and a concert
by an ensemble from Birmingham’s
sister city in Israel, Rosh Ha-Ayin.
“From the outset, when Kathryn
and I proposed the idea to members of
the Birmingham Holocaust Education
Committee, they were moved that Samford
would offer to become involved,” said Gale.
“Their enthusiasm grew as they saw
how invested Samford was on every
level,” recalled Gale, citing the involve-
ment of faculty, administration and
students in the planning, participation
and attendance.

D by Mary Wimberley

For Jews, the annual Remembrance
observance has a twofold meaning: to
remember those who died and to
continue to educate about how such
horrific events can happen.

This year’s Birmingham event was
especially unique, says Gale, because it
was held at Samford and was much
larger in scope than the one service
typically held at a synagogue.

“To have five events in three days
was absolutely a first-time experience,”
said Gale. “And for it to be at a Christian
institution was a powerful thing to us.”

The memorial concert featured
music composed in concentration camps
as well as contemporary musical
responses to the Holocaust. Samford
musicians Fouse and School of the Arts
Dean Joseph Hopkins shared the stage
with Gale and cantor Jessica Roskin of
Birmingham’s Temple Emanu-EL

The lighting of memorial candles
followed, involving Holocaust survivors
and family members as well as Samford
representatives. Rabbi Jonathan Miller of
Temple Emanu-El and Samford
President Andrew Westmoreland offered
words of introduction and prayer.

In a forum, “The Righteous Gentile:
Thou Shall Not Stand Idly by the Blood



of thy Neighbor,” a panel of Jews and
Christians explored the humanitarian
role that Gentiles and others played in
the Holocaust.

“We called them the ‘forever
thankful,” Ingrid Klein Roskin said of
the people of various faiths who
befriended her family of Dutch Jews
during the Holocaust.

“We were taught that we would be
forever thankful to them,” said Roskin,
who as a small child was hidden and
protected by an elderly Catholic couple
in the Netherlands.

Panelist Max Herzel was 10 when
Germans invaded his native Belgium in
1940. After seeking refuge in France, the
family was assisted by various non-Jews,
such as the doctor who treated his ill
mother at a Catholic-run hospital.

“He knew that she was Jewish and
would be sent to a camp if released,” said
Herzel, who described how the doctor
arranged to keep her at the hospital
longer than medically necessary.
“Thanks to that doctor, my mother
never saw another German soldier.”

Roskin and Herzel were joined by
Johannes Schwanke, a religion professor
at Tuibingen University in Germany, and
Samford religion department chair

Cellist Avi Friedlander and cantor Daniel Gale present memorial
service music. Far left: The Meitav Ensemble youth choir from Rosh
Ha-Ayin, Israel, performs in Brock Recital Hall under the direction of
Idit Krymolowski. Left: Lazar and Zinaida Golubova light memorial
candles.

Kenneth Roxburgh in the discussion
moderated by Samford Provost Brad
Creed.

Roskin noted that “The Righteous”
is her preferred term for those who came
to the aid of families such as hers, since
many Jews worked in the Resistance.

Schwanke, a specialist on German
Lutheran theologian Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, explained how the
Resistance leader’s opinion on the
persecution of Jews changed over time.

Bonhoeftfer, he said, was a good
example of many people who learned
about and came to understand the
evilness of the Nazi regime.

Roxburgh cited Swiss theologian
Karl Barth and British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill for their wartime
stands.

While Barth’s initial opposition to
Nazism was based on Hitler’s attempts
to control the German church, Barth
later broadened his disapproval to
include all of Hitler’s policies. Through
his writings, Barth made the Scottish
church aware of what was happening,
said Roxburgh, a native of Scotland and
former pastor of Scottish Baptist churches.

Churchill, Roxburgh said, consis-
tently spoke against Hitler.

“He warned Europe that they must
stand up against Hitler, that appease-
ment wouldn’t work,” said Roxburgh,
adding that while Churchill likely
wouldn’t call himself a righteous Gentile,
his leadership policies “were instru-
mental in taking down the regime.”

The two survivors agreed that their
experiences had resulted in a deep
respect for other faiths.

“Mother taught us to respect all
faiths, because if people of different
faiths hadn’t hidden us, we wouldn’t be
here,” said Roskin.

The forum and the concert/memorial
service were both held in Brock Recital
Hall.

An audience of mostly Samford
students filled Reid Chapel to hear
survivors Riva and Isaac Hirsch share
their stories.

The series ended with a perform-
ance by the Meitav vocal ensemble, a
group of 13 teens from Israel. H
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Revealing Letters...........

Women’s Historical

Missives ‘More

Frank, Says Roberts

eteran journalist Cokie
Roberts told a Samford audi-
ence that letters written by, for
and to women in the early days
of U.S. history give a revealing account
of their own influence and strength, and
a much-needed “three-dimensional”
view of the Founding Fathers.

“Letters that the men wrote to each
other are serious, with an expectation
that they might be saved for posterity,
but those written to women are more
frank, because it was expected that they
would be destroyed,” said Roberts, who
stopped at Samford May 13 as part of a
tour promoting her latest book, Ladies of
Liberty.

“But the women’s letters to each
other about the men are the best,” she
added.

The book, based on letters Roberts
spent years collecting and researching,
tells of women and their achievements
from the election of President John
Adams in 1796 through the 1828
election of Andrew Jackson.

John Adams’ wife, Abigail, said
Roberts, was a strong, influential mate
who was her husband’s political eyes and
ears. Her political sense was excellent
until he became president, but then she
lost her political instinct, said Roberts.

“People get elected and then
develop a bunker mentality. They come
to hate the opposition and the press,”
said Roberts, a senior news analyst for
National Public Radio and a regular
contributor to ABC News. For six years,
she was cohost of This Week with Sam
Donaldson and Cokie Roberts on ABC.

Adams, said Roberts, was like many
women of the time who, though they
had no voting rights, were both patriotic
and passionate about the new nation.

During the days when the capital
was newly located in the District of
Columbia, women tried to “bring people
together and make them behave” because
political division and regionalism were
so severe, said Roberts. “Somebody had

Cokie Roberts autographs Ladies of Liberty at Samford.

to exert a civilizing influence.”

Dolley Madison’s social graces
played a role in James Madison’s 1812
re-election, in which the unpopular
candidate continued his presidency only
because of the Electoral College.

“Mrs. Madison saved his adminis-
tration because she had entertained
many of the members of the Electoral
College in her home, and she is credited
with his re-election,” said Roberts.

Following the War of 1812, as
women influenced the nation’s leaders,
so did women around the country. “It
was a time of excitement—a time of
cohesion—and women started working
to create social safety nets as writers,
educators and organizers of benevolent
institutions in order to turn the nation
into a more caring and compassionate
society,” said Roberts.

“All the great social movements,
such as abolition and suffrage, started in
this period and were led by these
women.”

In Congress today, Roberts sees
women crossing party lines more readily
than men to pass legislation that is
helpful to women and children.

Roberts underscored
the importance of women
being involved in the public
and private sectors. “Where
women really need to be is
the boardroom, because
that’s where the decisions
are made.”

Regarding the current
presidential campaign, she
noted that the nation’s early
leaders had trouble
designing a nomination
process that would be both
democratic and party
. building.

r.’ “Figuring out a nomi-
nation process has always
been hard. The funda-
mental problem is that
parties want to pick a
winner, but also build the
party,” said Roberts, who grew up
“breathing and eating” politics at the
family dinner table.

Her father, the late Hale Boggs, was
a Congressman from Louisiana until his
death in a plane crash. He was succeeded
by his wife, Lindy Boggs. Now in her 90s,
she later served as U.S. ambassador to
the Vatican.

“Children were not excluded from
the conversation,” said Roberts of her
childhood in Washington. “It was a
useful way to grow up for the job I'm
doing now.”

Roberts is married to Steven V.
Roberts, a journalist with whom she
writes a weekly column syndicated by
United Media.

Her Samford lecture, sponsored by
Alabama Booksmith, was attended by a
mix of students, faculty and off-campus
guests. ll



Brewer Plaza at Cumberland Honors
‘Modern-Day Atticus Finch’., wiiun wemetier

ormer Governor Albert Brewer

was described as “our modern-

day Atticus Finch” during

dedication ceremonies April 4 for
the imposing new Martha E and Albert
P. Brewer Plaza at Samford’s Cumberland
School of Law.

The newly designed plaza in front of
the law building, Memory Leake Robinson
Hall, honors Brewer and his late wife for
their achievements and contributions to
the lives of countless Alabamians.

“He is our modern-day Atticus
Finch,” said Cumberland Dean John
Carroll, referring to the lawyer-hero of
Harper Lee’s famous novel, To Kill a
Mockingbird. “The courage and com-
passion that Governor Brewer exhibited
throughout his distinguished career are
examples to all of us.”

Brewer, governor from 1968 until
1971, is recognized for achieving much-
needed reforms and new programs for
Alabama. Historians rate him as one of
Alabama’s most progressive governors;
some call him the state’s first New South
gOovernor.

“In a time of strife and turmoil in
the state, Governor Brewer never bowed
to the politics of demagoguery that at
times reflected poorly on our state,” said
Alabama Lieutenant Governor Jim
Folsom, Jr., during the ceremony.

Folsom noted that while Alabama is
known as a “red” or conservative state, it
has a strong progressive tradition. “Albert
Brewer is the man who personifies that
tradition,” said Folsom.

Former Lieutenant Governor Jere
Beasley added that Brewer was “a
unifier” rather than a divider. “He was
one who brought people together,” said
Beasley. “He had great vision.”

The former governor, who helped
Samford found the Public Affairs
Research Council of Alabama [PARCA],
taught at Cumberland School of Law for
two decades before retiring last year.
Martha Brewer died in 2006. Dean
Carroll said the recognition of Brewer
and his wife was made possible by
statewide contributions from a broad
cross-section of people.

Brewer was elected to the Alabama
legislature in 1954 soon after finishing
law school at the University of Alabama.
He later served as speaker of the house

before being elected lieutenant
governor without a runoff in
1966. He became governor two
years later after Governor Lurleen
Wallace died of cancer. He
recalled her death with sadness
in an earlier Seasons interview.

“She and I were friends,” he
said. “We had a very warm and
harmonious relationship, so
there was a sense of grief.”

Brewer’s administration
produced the largest appropria-
tions increase for public schools
in state history. He created the
Alabama Development Office
and introduced measures to
economize the operation of state
government.

Under Brewer, the Court of
Appeals was divided into the
Court of Civil Appeals and Court
of Criminal Appeals, the state
Supreme Court was expanded by
two judges and the first Ethics
Commission was created.

He served on the executive
committee of the National
Governors’ Conference and was
chairman of the Appalachian Regional
Commission, vice chairman of the
Southern Governors’ Conference and
chair of the Tennessee-Tombigbee
Waterway.

Brewer lost his bid for re-election to
George Wallace in the spring of 1970,
when Wallace was accused of running
the most racist political campaign in
Alabama history. Brewer returned to the
practice of law and later moved back to
his hometown of Decatur.

He joined Samford in 1987 as
Distinguished Professor of Law and
Government. The same year, he helped
Samford establish PARCA, a nonprofit,
nonpartisan organization that studies
issues of public interest affecting state
and local government in Alabama. He
served as its first executive director and
continues to serve as chairman of its
board.

Brewer became a favorite with law
students and faculty colleagues because
of his wit, friendly manner and knowl-
edge of the law.

“No one knows more about ethics
and the code of law;” said Carroll. “He

\ |

Albert Brewer responds to plaza dedication remarks.

doesn’t wear his faith on his sleeve, but
wears it in his heart and lets it guide
everything he does.”

Brewer said earlier that being at the
law school was “probably the most
rewarding experience of my life” because
he loved teaching, getting to know young
people and serving the state through the
work of PARCA.

To have the plaza named in their
honor gives him great pleasure, he said
at the dedication ceremony. His hope
was that law students would use it to
meet friends, make plans and build
relationships.

A plaque honoring the Brewers was
unveiled by law students Heath Brooks
and Shannon Haynes, who are recipients
of a scholarship the Brewers established
to assist deserving students.

Brewer noted that he has taught
more than 3,000 law students, who now
practice all over the country and in other
nations.

“All are good citizens, and I'm
proud of them,” he said. “Martha loved
law students,” he added. “She married
one” H
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Jared Diamond addresses
a Samford audience.

How The Mighty

Have Fall

by Sean Flynt

en

Diamond Finds Lessons In Collapse

e humans are nothing if
not optimistic. We indulge
unhealthy habits and hope
medical research will rescue
us from the resulting health problems.
We consume petroleum with the
assumption that somebody will discover
alternative fuels just in time to sustain
our present lifestyle. Above all, we
believe that our complex societies will
survive indefinitely and shield us from
the negative consequences of our
collective choices.

Jared Diamond has news for us.

Taking the stage at the 2008
Alabama Environmental Education
Consortium [ALEEC] conference at
Samford in April, the UCLA professor
fetched buckets of cold water from his
latest book, Collapse: How Societies
Choose to Succeed or Fail.

Diamond, master of multiple
disciplines and languages, winner of the
Pulitzer Prize and MacArthur “genius”
fellowship, is at home with such big
themes. His influential and bestselling
book Guns, Germs and Steel offered
compelling explanations for why some
societies thrive while others do not.
Collapse carries that work to its logical
end by considering why even thriving
societies fail catastrophically. If the other
book showed readers a race, this one
shows them a crash.

FIVE FACTORS

“It was the most fascinating, important
and central question that I could think
of to write about,” Diamond said of his
latest research, an attempt to solve

“romantic mysteries—
namely, the mysteries
of past societies that
collapsed, leaving
behind as abandoned
monuments former
cities in the middle of
rainforests or deserts.”

In his book and
on the stage, Diamond
led a parade of human
folly. Here were the
Maya, with the most
advanced pre-
Columbian society but
already absorbed into
the jungle when Spanish explorers
passed nearby in the 16th century. Here
were the Anasazi, whose abandoned 12th
century buildings were the tallest in
North America until Chicago sprouted
skyscrapers at the end of the 19th
century. And, lest anyone start feeling
superior, here was Viking Greenland, a
catastrophic failure of “blond-haired,
blue-eyed, literate, cathedral-building
Germanic peoples.” Each society faced
similar problems, especially related to
their natural environments. Each failed
to solve those problems or adapt, and
each collapsed as a result.

Contrary to his first thoughts,
Diamond observed that societal collapse
isn’t simply a matter of manmade envi-
ronmental catastrophe or “ecocide.”

“Societies don’t succeed or fail only
because of their success or failure in
dealing with environmental problems,”
he said. Rather, they turn on five key
factors:

Environmental impact:
Societies sometimes destroy
the natural resources they
require for survival.

Climate change: A
suddenly drier, wetter, b
warmer or colder climate
can contribute to collapse if
a society is already weakened
by other factors.

Enemies: A society
weakened by other factors is
more susceptible to conquest.

Friends: Reliance on
other societies for essential
goods is fraught with
danger because those societies are
subject to the same pressures and are as
threatened by collapse. Diamond offered
the example of U.S. dependence on oil
from unstable external sources.

Responses: How does a society
respond to the pressures created by the
other factors? Are society’s elites shielded
from the negative consequences of their
actions? If so, that’s a bad sign because,
according to Diamond, those elites will
tend not to use their power to address
problems until it’s too late to solve them.

For a good example of a bad example,
Diamond turned to the Pacific Ocean.

EASTER ISLAND

The vanished Polynesian society of
Easter Island left little more than a
barren landscape punctuated with
colossal and eerie stone Moai statues.
But Diamond said archaeology and paleo-
botany have revealed that the island’s
first settlers, arriving 1,000 years ago,




found “not the famous wasteland we see
today” Rather, he said, they found “a
lush subtropical forest of several dozen
tree species, including the biggest palm
tree in the world.” The forest was essential
to the islanders’ survival, and their society
ultimately fell with the trees.

Diamond said one of his UCLA
geography students once asked him what
the Easter Island lumberjack was thinking
as he felled the island’s last tree. Other
students chimed in, with strong influ-
ence from their own society:

“Don’t worry! Technology will solve
all our problems by discovering a sub-
stitute for wood.”

“This land is mine! This tree is mine
to do with as I please! Get the big
government of the chiefs off my back!”

“I'm so sick and tired of those tree-
hugging, lily-livered, greenie environ-
mentalists who care more about some
wretched trees than they do about the
jobs of us loggers who have to feed our
children. I'm sure their fears are exagger-
ated. There are probably some trees over
in the next valley. What we really need is
more research and, certainly, a ban on

logging would be premature.”

“Human cognition is a constant in
history,” Diamond noted. He said he has
chosen the Easter Island society, “the one
that grabs me the most,” as his touch-
stone “because the metaphor is so
obvious.”

“When the Easter Islanders messed
up their own environment and got into
trouble, there were no other people to
whom they could turn for help, and
there was nowhere else they could flee
because they no longer had wooden
canoes.” Likewise, he said, modern
humans have only this planet, for better
or worse, and no hope for rescue by
“green extraterrestrials” if we make it
uninhabitable.

HOPE, DIAMOND?

Diamond acknowledged the truth artic-
ulated by his wife—that his subject is a
downer—and pointed to against-the-
odds success stories in Iceland, Japan
and New Guinea. “There are plenty of
parts of the world where societies have
gone on for centuries or millennia or
tens of thousands of years without any

sign of collapse,” he said. Still, such
success is far from guaranteed.

During his research for Collapse,
Diamond said, “I finally realized it wasn’t
enough to talk about success or failure in
past societies, when, today, we in the
modern world face all the same problems
that faced societies in the past—problems
of forests, water, climate change and top-
soil, in addition to new problems that
were not problems in the past.”

The past offers lessons for the
future, and Diamond said one lesson of
historical collapses is especially com-
pelling. “Environmental problems
dragged down the most creative and
powerful societies of the past,” he said.
“We’d better believe that they are a
threat to us and they will drag us down
today if we don’t solve them.”

To those who worry about the eco-
nomic cost of solving those problems,
Diamond said, “the strongest reason to
take environmental problems seriously is
economic. Environmental problems are
relatively cheap and easy to solve in the
early stages, but if we wait until the late
stages, then they become either impossible
to solve or prohibitively expensive to solve.”

Far from being immune to collapse
on the order of Easter Island society,
Diamond added, modern humans are
capable of much greater damage to the
environment and to each other than
were the Easter Islanders. “Ten thousand
Easter Islanders with stone tools took
about 800 years to deforest their whole
island. “Today, we have six-and-a-half
billion people with chainsaws, bulldozers
and nuclear power, and we are deforesting
the whole planet far faster than the Easter
Islanders were deforesting Easter Island.”

Modern globalization (file under
“Friends” above) presents another
unprecedented risk. In the past, societies
collapsed in relative isolation. Today,
“any place, no matter how remote, if it
gets into trouble, there are consequences
for the rest of the world,” Diamond said.

Diamond allowed that modern
humans do have one great advantage
over the doomed societies of the past. In
fact, the advantage was embodied by the
ALEEC conference itself, sponsored by
Samford’s Vulcan Materials Center for
Environmental Stewardship and
Education.

“Today,” Diamond said, “we have
the opportunity to learn.” l

Colossal stone Moai statues are relics
of a vanished Polynesian society on
Easter Island in the Pacific Ocean.
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"He just wanted

to help people... ...

Pastor’s Concern, Handshake Contracts Brought

Water Quality to West Jefferson County

obody wanted to drink the

well water at Oak Grove

Baptist Church in the early

1960s. It looked and tasted
like acid, because the water source was
covered by a coal seam six feet deep.
Plus, there was another problem. The
water supply was insufficient and
dwindling.

The entire Oak Grove community
was affected. Nearby Oak Grove High
School was hauling water in by trucks.

James “Jim” Clark ’51 was the new
pastor at Oak Grove Baptist. He resolved
to do something about the problem.
Clark’s old Howard College friend,
Sigurd Bryan ’46, recalled the reaction of
some in the community. “They said it
couldn’t be done,” said Bryan.

Undaunted, Clark enlisted the
assistance of two deacons, William Rothe
and Felix Raney, to find a solution. They
began a process that ultimately con-
sumed more than two years, involved
federal agencies and reached the office of
the state’s senior senator, John
Sparkman.

Their first stop was the office of
Bessemer Mayor Jess Lanier, where they
asked if a water line could be run to the
church and nearby school. The mayor
said yes, but only if the entire area were
incorporated into the city.

“I knew that was not an option,”
Clark said.

Next, they contacted the Birmingham
Water Works Board. The board refused
to help, saying Birmingham could not
cross water lines belonging to Bessemer,
which would be necessary to get water to
Oak Grove.

“That left us with only one option,”
Clark recalled. “Put in our own system.”

At the suggestion of its congress-
man, Richmond Flowers, the committee

visited the U.S. Housing and Urban
Development [HUD] office in Atlanta,
Ga. Here, they encountered another
roadblock. HUD couldn’t help because
the Oak Grove Community was
unincorporated. It began to look as if
the naysayers had been right.

HUD had a suggestion: Contact the
Farmers Home Administration [FHA].
Clark and his group did so, and finally
received some encouragement. The FHA
advised them on how to make a funding
application. Form a committee rep-
resenting the affected communities, said
the FHA. Empower the committee to
lead the effort, employ an engineer and
attorney, and work up a cost estimate.

Clark and his group quickly sched-
uled a public meeting in the high school
gymnasium to do something about the
problem. The overflow crowd showed
how badly a water system was needed.
People gathered from Oak Grove, Adger,
Johns, Alliance, Birmingham Port,
Prudes Creek, Big Creek, Mud Creek,
Rock Creek, Dogwood Grove and
Smithville to show their support. They
elected a steering committee with Clark
as chairman.

The committee established an office
with volunteer leadership, but it still had
no money. Clark said everyone under-
stood they would receive no money
unless the FHA application came
through.

Clark turned to another church
member, Don Reed, a Birmingham
Water Works employee, to identify the
best engineering company in the city. He
recommended Byrd and Associates of
Homewood, and Clark set up a meeting
with the company president, Kenneth
Byrd.

“I told him our problem—which
was that we didn’t have any money—but

that if he would do the study and get the
cost, we would do the leg- and paper
[legal] work, and that if funding was
obtained, he would get paid,” Clark said.
“We shook hands and the deal was done”

Clark knew a young attorney;,
Harold Ackerman, who had helped a
neighboring church with a bond issue.
He asked Ackerman to do the legal work.
Ackerman agreed, and they also shook
hands, “his only guarantee of payment,”
said Clark.

“Well, I just happened to be an old
country boy reared in Washington
County back when we did business on a
handshake,” Ackerman said of his agree-
ment. “I put need before everything else,
and if you do a good job, remuneration
follows.”

Ackerman spent almost two years
on the project, which, according to
Clark, never would have happened with-
out him. Asked if he received adequate
remuneration for his work, Ackerman
replied: “Not for the time I had in it, but
I got paid.”

(Ackerman added that the best
feeling he ever received for legal work
was when he was appointed by the
District Attorney to defend a Navy
veteran on a charge of attempted murder
and was paid only $100. “I saved his life,”
Ackerman recalled. “What more can you
do for a man?”)

With an attorney on board, Clark bia
turned his attention to finances. L it

First, he contacted the FHA office in a*' :
Montgomery, Ala., which agreed to xy

recommend a system for the Oak Grove
area. He recalled that a member of
another church he had served worked
for Senator Sparkman in Washington,
D.C. “It was an election year, and
Sparkman was going to have opposition
for the first time,” Clark said.




He called his friend in Washington,
learned the senator would be in
Birmingham March 16, 1966, and
arranged to meet him when he arrived at
Tutwiler Hotel to speak at a breakfast
meeting.

“It was cold with sleet and rain
when Sparkman got out of the car,”
Clark recalled. “I greeted him right there
on the curb. When he got out, he said:

‘Preacher, keep up the good work, and if
you need anything, get in touch with my
secretary, and we’ll see what we can do,
and we shook hands to seal the deal”
Byrd and Associates completed a
survey and presented plans for a filter
plant that would serve 918 customers.
The plant, which would cost $1,225,000
and be incorporated as the Warrior River
Water Authority Project, was submitted

to Robert Bamberg, state director of the
FHA in the U.S. Department of
Agriculture office in Montgomery. A
short time later, Clark received a letter
from Senator Sparkman with “the good
news of approval of the project.”

The authority was incorporated in
April 1966. Don Reed, the Oak Grove
church member and Birmingham Water
Works veteran, was hired as the first
general manager and served until his
retirement in 1999. Stan Brock manages
the authority today.

Currently, the system has about 600
miles of water lines, and a service area of
306 square miles in the southwestern
portion of Jefferson County and approx-
imately 28 square miles in the northeast
tip of Tuscaloosa County. It has more
than 30,000 customers and is valued at
$39.6 million.

“He’s the reason it’s here,” Reed said
of Clark’s contribution. “Brother Clark is
like a bulldog. When he’s convinced, he
takes hold of it. He wouldn’t turn loose.
He just wanted to help people, and this
was one way he could do it.”

Clark, now 89 and living in
Oneonta, Ala., served the Oak Grove
church 10 years. In addition to his efforts
with the water project, he led the con-
struction of an education building,
renovated the sanctuary and established
a perpetual-care plan for a cemetery next
to the church that had been a point of
conflict in the church for a number of
years.

“It was the busiest and roughest 10
years I spent anywhere,” he said.

What was the payoff for the
countless phone calls, miles traveled and
hours spent planning to get water?

“A water system second to none
serving the needs of west Jefferson
County communities,” Clark said. “It all
began without a written contract, only a
promise sealed with a handshake.”

They’ve had good water in west
Jefferson County for more than 40 years
now, thanks to the efforts of an activist
preacher who refused to believe that it
couldn’t be done. B

Retired pastor Jim Clark ’51 said he
was proud of helping west Jefferson
County get “a water system second to
none.”

SPOTLIGHT
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Herndon Named Director of Library

immetha “Kim” Herndon has
been named director of the
University Libraries and
librarian effective July 1. The
announcement was made June 4 by
Samford Provost J. Bradley Creed
following a year-long national search.
Herndon comes from Shorter
College, Rome, Ga., where she had been
on the staff of Livingston Library since
1989. Most recently, she had been dean
of libraries since 2001. At Samford,
Herndon will oversee a collection that
now exceeds one million volumes.
“Samford is fortunate to have found
someone who brings outstanding
administrative and academic credentials
to our ever-expanding library system,”
Creed said. “With our increased
emphasis on undergraduate research
and expanding academic programs, Kim
Herndon is the ideal person to help lead
our libraries.”

Herndon received a bachelor of
science in agricultural economics from
the University of Georgia and a master
of library science degree from the
University of Alabama. She is a member
of several professional organizations,
including the American Library
Association and the Southeastern
Library Association.

Herndon replaces Jean Thomason,
who retired in June 2007 after 11 years
as Samford’s library director. Suzanne
Peterson has served as interim director
and will return to her full-time role as
associate librarian and collection
management coordinator.

“Samford’s library staff, under the
very capable leadership of Sue Peterson,
has ensured that we have continued to
progress,” Creed added. “The university
is very grateful for their dedicated
service at all times, but especially during
this year of transition.” H

Samford Students Give Helping
Hand to Tornado-Damaged Union

welve Samford students got their
I hands a little dirty April 12 in the

process of helping their counter-
parts at Union University in Jackson,
Tenn. The “dirty dozen,” plus two
Samford staff members, spent the day
assisting with landscaping chores on the
Baptist campus that was severely
damaged by a tornado Feb. 5.

They turned earth, pulled weeds,
uprooted shrubs to prepare ground for
new dirt and mulch, and planted new
trees during their brief visit to the
Tennessee town 232 miles northwest of
Birmingham. The group made the five-
hour drive to Jackson on a Friday
evening and returned Saturday night
after a chilly, nine-hour workday.

Dean Smedley, a Samford residence
life educator who accompanied the
group, said their work was especially

appreciated near the building that
houses Union’s School of Pharmacy,
which had a review from the
Accreditation Council for Pharmacy
Education scheduled later in the month.
“They wanted to try to make the area
look as nice as possible,” said Smedley,
adding that the Union grounds crew had
not had time to work on the project
because of other pressing needs.

The volunteers traveled in a van
loaned by Shades Mountain Baptist
Church and driven by Samford
missionary in residence Dale Wood.
Student participants included Jessica
Barton, Katie Campbell, Mark Cook,
Matt Dixon, Kallie Ernest, Kendall
Fruge, Carter Jones, Matt McEniry,
Jessica Nix, Paul Sloderbeck, Lindsey
Vaughn and Cynthia Wozow. B

Shipley to Direct
International
Program

eteran Samford University
—\ / faculty member David S. Shipley
has been named director of inter-
national programs for the 2008—09
academic year. The appointment is
effective July 1.

As director, he will oversee a broad-
based, year-round international study
program. Samford maintains a center in
London, England, and has ongoing
study-abroad opportunities in Germany,
Spain, Italy, Greece and Costa Rica, in
addition to opportunities available
through partnership organizations and
universities. He also will work with
students from abroad who come to
study on Samford’s Birmingham campus.

Shipley replaces Marigene
Chamberlain, program director since
2005, who is moving to the full-time
teaching faculty in the Department of
World Languages and Cultures.

“Dr. Shipley is an ideal person to
lead Samford’s burgeoning international
studies program as we expand our
global education emphasis,” said
Associate Provost J. Mark Bateman. “He
brings the right combination of aca-
demic awareness and practical experi-
ence to this critical part of Samford’s
mission.”

Shipley is associate professor of
journalism and will continue to teach at
least one course in the journalism and
mass communication department.
During the spring 2007 semester, Shipley
was faculty-in-residence for Samford’s
London Studies Program and has been
involved in other international study
opportunities.

“In a time of fear and apprehension,
the best course of study for world
citizenship is exposure, education and
mutual understanding in the global
village,” Shipley said. “For our students
and for students who come from over-
seas to study at Samford, a study-abroad
experience is the ultimate transforming
educational experience.”

Shipley joined the Samford faculty
in 1993. He has bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from the University of Georgia,
and the doctor of philosophy degree
from Louisiana State University. l



‘Self-Scheduled Semi-Productivity’ Is Humphreys’ Goal

everal months ago, Samford divinity
professor Fisher Humphreys saw
retirement described as a time of
“self-scheduled semi-productivity”
He said, “That sounds ’bout right to me,
and I'll be pleased if my own retirement
takes that form.”
Humphreys
retired in May after
18 1/2 years at
Samford and 40 in
theological edu-
cation. He actually
plans to work at
seeing his three
grandchildren in
New Orleans at least
once a month, and
continuing the
writing that has enabled him to produce
14 books and numerous journal articles.
“I hope to write some more books,”
he said. “I'm going to wait until I've been
retired for a couple of months before I
decide where to begin with that.”
History professor Marlene Rikard,
retiring after 37 years at Samford, and
law librarian Becky Clapp after 33, also
have plans to continue their writing.
Divinity professor Jerry Batson, retiring

Humphreys

after 19 years, plans ¥
to visit out-of-state
grandchildren, do
supply preaching
and finally get to
those long-
postponed projects
around the house.
Rikard hopes to
finish a history on i
Pattie Ruffner .
Jacobs, Alabama’s Rikard
leading suffragist, and to continue work
she started years ago on the Tennessee
Coal and Iron Company’s welfare
capitalism system. This summer, while
house-sitting at Daniel House in
London, she will continue researching
painter Roderick
MacKenzie, traveling
to Bristol, England,
to track down a
large painting he did
of the Delhi Durbar
in India in 1903.
Clapp will work
on two legal research
and writing projects
she has underway.

]

Clapp

Rikard looks forward to travel in
retirement, “unencumbered by the
constraints of an academic calendar,” as
long as her money and health hold out.
One destination will
be her small condo
in Gulf Shores, where
she will be “listening
to the surf and
reading a good
mystery.”

Clapp has plans
involving books as
well, such as orga-
nizing her home
library and reading
history, biographies, mysteries and
classics of English literature.

“I am looking forward to finding
out what life is like not controlled by a
semester system,” she said.

What will they miss?

Daily contact with colleagues and
students, they all agree.

And what will they not?

“Searching for a parking place,” said
Rikard, probably echoing the thoughts of
each. l

Batson

Samford Nurse Anesthesia Program Receives
“Transformational’ Grant of $788,389 for Upgrade

amford University’s nurse

anesthesia program has received a

$788,389 grant for a clinical

simulation program in the Ida V.
Moffett School of Nursing. The three-
year grant is from the Health Resources
and Services Administration of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services.

The funds, highlighted by a first-
year award of $458,589, will be used to
establish a clinical simulation program
with special attention to training nurse
anesthetists for rural and underserved
areas in Alabama and Mississippi.

“This is a transformational grant,”
said Dean Nena Sanders. “We are very
excited about expanding our nurse
anesthesia program to better serve areas
where most at-risk populations live.”

Samford has a strong health-care
emphasis in Alabama’s historic Black

Belt region, and nursing students and
faculty have been involved with those
projects for several years.

“By having rural and underserved
areas of Alabama and Mississippi as a
focus of this program, we will continue
to contribute to the outreach efforts
Samford is already sponsoring in several
rural Alabama communities,” Sanders
added.

The master’s degree program in
nurse anesthesia began six years ago and
received the maximum 10-year accredi-
tation from the Council on Accreditation
of Nurse Anesthesia Educational
Programs in 2006. Currently, there are
65 students enrolled in Samford’s nurse
anesthesia program.

The grant will be used to enhance
existing curriculum by using “innovative
and interactive teaching methods with a
particular emphasis on practice in rural

and underserved practice settings,”
according to nurse anesthesia program
director Mary C. Karlet.

The grant-funded project is
designed to “prepare graduates with
cultural and spiritual competence, and
the inclination and skills to practice in
rural and medically underserved areas,”
Karlet said.

“One of the purposes of our project
is to strengthen the curriculum by incor-
porating simulation activities. Our aim
is to prepare nurse anesthetists who are
capable of independent decision-making
yet work well in a team interdependent
setting. Simulation case scenarios can
help our students develop these skills.”

The simulation project implemen-
tation will begin during the 2008—09
academic year. H
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Young Scholars Excited About
New Samford Academic Program

fter two years in the planning, Samford will
unveil its University Fellows program this
fall. A total of 40 Fellows will comprise
the inaugural group of freshman
scholars. Their average ACT score is 31, and their
number includes eight National Merit Finalists, a
National Hispanic Scholar and a National
Achievement Finalist.

The University Fellows program began as the
Samford Scholars Initiative, which grew out of the
university accreditation self-study ending in 2006.
It targets academically gifted high school students
for a highly competitive program of innovative
liberal arts courses, international study and
undergraduate research.

The program has attracted wide interest,
according to Associate Provost Mark Bateman,
drawing about three times as many applicants
(190 to 60) as Samford’s older Honors Program.

“The increased, serious interest of students in
Samford’s academic programs is gratifying,” said
Bateman.“We have received applications for the
new program from all over the globe”

The new program is different in three ways,
according to Dr. Chris Metress, program director.

“The University Fellows program has a dis-
tinct curriculum, a set of courses designed specifi-
cally for these students,” he said. “International
study is built into the new program, with a trip to
Rome for everyone and funds for other overseas
travel. It provides special undergraduate research
opportunities and fellowships for students to
present their research at a national conference
during their junior or senior year.”

Metress, an English professor, will teach one
of the newly designed courses, a four-semester
Great Books course called the Western Intellectual
Tradition. The Fellows program will have even
smaller classes (13 to 15 students) than Samford
normally offers, and also will include such new
courses as Writing and Rhetoric, Scientific
Inquiry, and Calling and Leadership.

University Fellows will take several non-
Western culture courses already offered in the
Samford curriculum during their junior and
senior years.

University Fellow Kley Sippel of Greenville,
S.C., said he felt Samford was a “spectacular
match” for him. The new program “sealed the
deal,” he said, “by providing an even more
challenging course structure, promising oppor-
tunities to study hands-on, around the world, and
exclusive undergraduate research possibilities.”

Fellow Hannah Rogers of Nashville, Tenn.,
said several schools she considered offered oppor-
tunities for academic rigor, but Samford was the
best fit for her. “It is impossible for other univer-
sities to offer such small class sizes and feeling of
community,” she said.

“T can’t wait to get to Samford,” said Fellow
Deborah Rodriguez of Miami, Fla. “No school has
ever excited me before. Now, 'm anxious for
school to begin.” l



Bells Ring Out to Celebrate

40th Anniversary§

e

of Carillon
Watson, Who Played Carillon Dedication in ’68, Performs 4oth Anniversary Concert

Fantasia in F rang down from Samford’s

Rushton Memorial Carillon May 5, just as
they did 40 years ago during the dedication
concert for the renowned instrument.

Carillonneur Richard Watson performed the
piece—and music from six other composers—
that he played during the inaugural carillon
concert May 5, 1968.

Watson joined Samford as lecturer in music
and university carillonneur in June of 1968, a
month after he played the inaugural Rushton
concert. He remained at the university five years
before leaving in 1973 to join the cast bell, carillon
and chime division of The Verdin Company of
Cincinnati, Ohio, bell manufacturers.

In 1991, he cofounded Meeks, Watson and
Company, which casts and tunes high-quality
bells for carillons across North America. Watson
also serves as carillonneur for the Emery
Memorial Carillon in Mariemont, Ohio.

“It is hard to imagine that it has been 40
years,” he said of his return to play the Samford
anniversary concert. “There is a saying that ‘you
can’t go home again, but I still feel very much at
home at Samford after all these years.”

Watson dedicated the original 49-bell
Rushton carillon that hung in the steeple of Reid
Chapel. Samford moved the carillon to the tower
of Davis Library in 1979 and added 11 bells,
bringing it to its present 60-bell, five-octave
configuration. It is the eighth-largest of 181
carillons in North America.

In the anniversary concert, he played the
Bigelow piece as a tribute to his mentor. He also

The strains of Arthur Lynds Bigelow’s

played Fritz Kreisler’s The Old Refrain, arranged
by Anton Brees, a friend of Watson who was
carillon adviser to Col. William J. Rushton, donor
of the Samford carillon.

Watson had performed the selections by
Bigelow and the arrangement by Brees in his
inaugural concert in 1968. He also drew on that
concert to reprise Matthias van den Gheyn’s
Prelude XI in F Major, Georges Clement’s Pavane,
Kamiel LeFevre’s Gavotte and F. Percival Price’s
Air with Variations.

His hour-long concert included a variety of
other works for carillon including North

American folk songs and three dance movements.

Samford carillonneur Stephen Knight also
contributed to the 40th anniversary e
celebration with May 7 and 8 concerts,
including his arrangement of Flemish
Dance, followed by LeFevre’s arrange-
ment of Mozart’s Adagio for Glass
Harmonica in C Major.

Knight also played Rusterholz’s
Theme and Variations, Gary C. White’s
Reflections, from Jean Miller’s Three
Short Pieces for Carillon—"Air” and
“Lullaby;” and his original composition,
Rondino for Carillon.

In a nod to the country that is so
closely associated with carillon pro-
duction and playing, Knight played the
Dutch national anthem, followed by The
Star-Spangled Banner. B

Billy and LaVona Rushton,
left, look over the 4oth
anniversary program for
Samford’s Rushton
Memorial Carillon with
President Andrew
Westmoreland.

Col. William J. Rushton,
Jr., left, and Samford
President Leslie S.
Wright admire the
largest bell of the
Rushton Memorial
Carillon before its 1979
installation in the Davis
Library tower.
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pring commencement returned to
the Samford campus for the first
time since 1989 in May, and the
change from graduating down-
town seemed to be a hit with all concerned.

“Students and their families relished
the opportunity to be on campus and
take many pictures at various places,”
said Paul Aucoin, dean of academic
services and registrar. “The statue of
Ralph Beeson must have had a waiting
list of people wanting to take pictures
there.”

The faculty liked the return also,
according to Faculty Senate Chair Don
Sandley. “The consensus was that it was
a nice experience and felt more like a
Samford-style graduation,” he said.

The campus was overrun with
thousands of smiling students and family
members for two days of programs focusing
on individual schools as well as the grad-
uating class as a whole. A total of 803
seniors from 26 states received degrees.

The new format of multiple
ceremonies kept Aucoin and the
academic services staff hopping.

Graduations for the pharmacy, business
and nursing schools, plus baccalaureate
service, were held Friday, May 16, all in
Wright Center.

The ceremony for the schools of
arts, arts and sciences, and education
and professional studies was Saturday
morning, May 17, in Hanna Center.
With some 4,200 attending and almost
400 graduating, this was
the largest of the
commencement
exercises.

The law school held
its traditional Saturday
afternoon program in
Wright Center. The
divinity school held
commencement May 6
in Hodges Chapel,
combining its annual
consecration service
with graduation.

“Pulling off seven
commencement-related
ceremonies brought
many people from

various campus units together to ensure
that each ceremony was special to those
attending it,” said Aucoin, whose office
coordinated the effort.

He noted that President Andrew
Westmoreland and Provost Brad Creed
participated in each ceremony.

Previously, all the schools except law
graduated in a single ceremony. Samford




by William Nunnelley

moved spring commencement to the
Birmingham-Jefferson Convention
Complex Arena in 1990 to accom-
modate the growing crowds attending
the event.

Samford’s Hanna Center is filled to
near-capacity May 17 for the first
May Commencement on campus
since 1989. At left: Graduate
Barbara Anita Cline of Birmingham
receives her diploma from her
great-grandfather, 103-year-old
James A. Head of Birmingham.

School of the Arts, Howard College of
Arts and Sciences, Orlean Bullard
Beeson School of Education and
Professional Studies

Samford English professor J. Roderick
Davis ’58 encouraged graduates to ask
the right questions as they head into
their postuniversity years but cautioned
them to know what was important to
ask. “It helps to have learned something
about the subject already,” he said.

Davis said that, “unfortunately, the
fearless asking of good questions in the
public sphere seems to have languished a
lot” One result is the environmental
problem the world faces because of the
refusal to limit carbon emissions.

He said the technology exists to
create alternative energy that will reduce
carbon emissions before reaching the
tipping point beyond which it would be
impossible to recover. “There is hope if
we act in time.”

Davis closed by asking the students
what good questions they would go out
and ask today. “Make it a question that
you, when you come back 50 years from
now, will be pleased with your younger
self for asking.”

Brock School of Business

Financial planner Gregory R. Powell ’81
asked graduates to consider what they
would do if they knew they couldn’t fail.
Without a fear of failure, there would be
total confidence and no anxiety to limit
fulfilling dreams and goals, he said.

Powell likened the graduates’
diplomas to their own Declaration of
Independence. “It is your freedom to
stand fully for your beliefs, your values,”
he said.

“No one is successful or fulfilled
unless they touch the lives around them
and create value for all,” he added. Powell
is chief executive officer of Fi-Plan
Partners in Birmingham and chair of the
Brock School of Business Advisory
Board.

Beeson Divinity School
Retiring Beeson Divinity School pro-
fessor Fisher Humphreys underscored
the need for graduates to love God and
to love their people. “The most impor-
tant thing in life is that we love because
he first loved us,” said Humphreys.
Basing his message on I John 4:7-21,
he said, “The meaning of our lives is to
love God and our neighbors. This is also

the meaning of your ministries.”

Humphreys added that graduates
cannot love their neighbor as a substitute
for loving God, nor vice versa. The
professor will retire after almost 40 years
in theological education, the last 18 at
Beeson.

Cumberland School of Law

Federal District Judge Lee H. Rosenthal
of Houston, Texas, said the key to profes-
sional success is to find satisfying work.
Law can be tedious and demanding, she
said, but “being a lawyer has given you an
incredible range of opportunities, public
and private.”

She encouraged graduates not to get
so wrapped up in the profession that
they fail to take opportunities to affect
the system. Using procedural law as a
guide, she suggested ways for graduates
to avoid “professional dissatisfaction.”

She said graduates could volunteer
time, talents and thought to working on
rules at all levels and in other parts of the
justice system infrastructure.

“Like all infrastructures, it needs
maintenance,’ she said. “The world
changes. The rules must change as well.”

Ida V. Moffett School of Nursing
Nursing graduate John Derrick reminded
his classmates they represent “the very
best of nursing, a profession that recog-
nizes global worth and dignity” The
former missionary who came back to
earn a nursing degree said, “Go forward
knowing that you will make a difference
in people’s lives.”

Derrick, who posted the highest
academic average in the class and gradu-
ated summa cum laude, said nursing
school prepared graduates well, teaching
“the importance of excellence, the benefit
of discovery and research, and the value
of community”

He added, “Thanks to the nurture of
this faculty, I feel able to swab the back of
a kid’s throat, run and interpret an EKG,
give a shot in the muscle of your choice
or to sit at the table with representatives
of UNICEF and World Vision to discuss
global health-care needs of children.”

McWhorter School of Pharmacy

Cancer researcher Douglas Figg ’87
saluted graduates on reaching their goal of
earning a degree and challenged them to
use the new degree for something besides
simply earning a six-figure paycheck.
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President Andrew Westmoreland
presents a diploma to one of Samford’s
803 seniors.

Aragén Makes Long
Journey to Graduation

by Mary Wimberley

raduating seniors had many
proud family members in
attendance during May
Commencement activity.

None may have been prouder nor
have come farther—in more than one
way—than bachelor of arts graduate Jill
Aragén and her parents.

Aragoén’s early childhood was spent
as the daughter of an atheist, Marxist
father and a passive Christian mother.
She remembers well the day 11 years ago
when her father, after 20 years denying
the existence of God and 10 years
spreading Communism in Nicaragua as
a Sandinista soldier, became a Christian.

At the baccalaureate service on her
commencement eve, Aragén stepped to
the Wright Center stage to translate as
her father, Daniel Aragén, prayed the
invocation in his native Spanish. Rev.
Aragén is now pastor of a Baptist church
in Cedro Galan, Nicaragua, and director
of Christian schools in that country.

Soon after her father’s conversion,
Jill also became a Christian, and while
working with visiting medical mission
teams, set her sights on becoming a
pediatrician.

“I wanted to get a First World edu-
cation that would allow me to be a more
efficient doctor,” said Aragén, who also
knew that her father’s salary as pastor of

“Use the degree you receive to make
a difference,” he said. He urged them to
set goals and make plans to accomplish
those goals. “A goal without a plan is just
a wish,” he said.

Figg, a senior scientist at the Center
for Cancer Research at the National
Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Md.,
asked seniors to think about a variety of
situations in which they could make a
difference, such as volunteering with a
nongovernment organization to fight
multidrug-resistant malaria in Africa, or
working with the Food and Drug
Administration to alter the drug
approval process.

“Think of the impact you could
have on your profession, your commu-
nity, the country and world,” he said.

a small, rural church wouldn’t
pay for education in Nicaragua,
much less in the United States.

While in high school, she
met Birmingham physician
Frank Page during one of his
medical mission trips to her
country. Soon, Dr. Page, who is
a member of the Samford
board of overseers, became her
benefactor to attend Jefferson
State Community College in
Birmingham.

After a year at the commu-
nity college, she was offered a full-tuition
academic scholarship to Samford to
complete her premedical requirements.
At Samford, she has excelled academically,
gaining membership in several honor
societies and serving as president of
Alpha Epsilon Delta premedical honor
society.

“My time at Samford has been a
dream come true,” she said. “I always
had faith that the Lord would provide a
place for me to grow academically, spiri-
tually and socially. He, as usual, provided
me with more than what I asked for by
sending me to Samford.”

“Even though I am thousands of
miles away from Nicaragua, in this place,
I feel at home,” said Aragén, 